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Introductions > E-TWG Lead: NYSERDA - 518-862-1090
• Kate McClellan Press x3110, 

Kate.McClellanPress@nyserda.ny.gov
• Gregory Lampman x3372, 

Gregory.Lampman@nyserda.ny.gov

> Technical Support: Biodiversity Research Institute (BRI) -
207- 839-7600 

• Kate Williams x108, kate.williams@briloon.org
• Julia Gulka x303, Julia.gulka@briloon.org

> Facilitation Support: CBI and Cadmus

• Bennett Brooks 212-678-0078,  bbrooks@cbi.org

• Farrah Andersen 703-247-6017,
Farrah.Andersen@cadmusgroup.com
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Ground Rules

• Contribute – your perspectives are important

• Share time – lots to cover and many people around the table

• Integrate ideas and pose questions

• Stay focused on the agenda

• Use video capabilities if possible

• Avoid multitasking and other distractions

• Use chat box as needed

©Nicholas Doherty



Meeting Agenda

• Meeting Goals & Membership Changes

• NYSERDA Procurement Update

• Environmental Mitigation Plans: Process 
Update

• E-TWG Priorities Discussion

• Other Updates

• Discussion on Remote Meeting Strategies 
and Wrap Up

©Nicholas Doherty



NYSERDA Procurement Update

• New York Offshore Wind Process 
• NYSERDA filed petition Jan. 28, 2020
• PSC issued Order April 23, 2020
• NYSERDA released solicitation on July 21 for 

up to 2,500 MW of offshore wind

• 2020 Offshore Wind Solicitation
• Reaffirms importance and continued 

engagement of the E-TWG and F-TWG
• Requires financial and technical support of 

regional monitoring of wildlife and fisheries 
($10k/MW)
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NYSERDA Procurement Update
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Questions?



Environmental 
Mitigation Plans:
Process Update



Environmental Mitigation Plans

Updates

• Brief project updates during 
TWG meetings

• Major milestones
• Separate meetings with TWGs

- Overview of major changes and 
decisions

- Respond to previous feedback and 
questions

- Ask for additional input

• Redline updates to the MPs
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Environmental Mitigation Plans

Group Poll
Please indicate Y/N response 

Would it make sense to hold joint 
E-TWG and F-TWG update 
meetings for each project’s 
mitigation plans?
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Questions?



Break
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E-TWG Priorities 
Discussion



E-TWG Priorities Discussion

Re-assessing E-TWG priorities
• Previous discussions of priorities in February 

2019

• Taking an opportunity to review and discuss       
E-TWG priorities moving forward

Process
• June – preliminary conversations

• July 29 meeting – brainstorm “laundry list” of 
priorities

• Early August – online survey for E-TWG members 
to indicate priorities

• August 18 meeting – discuss survey results and 
finalize plan for E-TWG focus for next 1-2 years

• Include methods discussions: time commitment, end 
products, etc.
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E-TWG Priorities Discussion

Utility of the E-TWG
1) Use common ground

• Identify common interests and harness 
those in useful ways

• Develop guidance, share information 
across sectors, collaborate

2) Share differing perspectives
• Frank and respectful discussions to 

share perspectives and develop 
common understanding

© Sandra Seitamaa



E-TWG Priorities Discussion

Past/Current E-TWG Priorities
• Guidance on mitigation and monitoring 

practices

• Cumulative impacts (via State of the 
Science Workshop 2020)

• Environmental Mitigation Plans

• Regional Wildlife Science Entity (RWSE)

©Vinson Tan



E-TWG Priorities Discussion

Other needs the E-TWG could help address (initial suggestions)
• Develop guidance for site-specific monitoring plans, to improve consistency across projects and 

inform broader understanding

• Develop additional guidance for the management and standardization of site-specific monitoring 
data

• Help design regional monitoring programs

• Improve regional coordination between states, including between state-led entities like the E-TWG

• Review and synthesize existing data to inform stakeholder groups

• Develop a mechanism or framework for compensatory mitigation

• Facilitation coordination and improvements to regulatory process

• Explore other management concepts and frameworks (e.g., nature-inclusive design, co-use, etc.)

• Identify a cohesive approach for vessel communication and coordination
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Brainstorm list of 
possible priorities



Click to edit Master title style

2019-2020 priorities Recent suggestions New ideas

Guidance on mitigation 
and monitoring practices

Develop guidance for site-specific monitoring plans, to 
improve consistency across projects and inform 
broader understanding

Cumulative impacts (via 
State of the Science 
Workshop 2020)

Develop additional guidance for the management and 
standardization of site-specific monitoring data

State of the Science 
Workshops (general)

Help design regional monitoring programs

Environmental 
Mitigation Plans

Improve regional coordination between states, 
including between state-led entities like the E-TWG

Regional Wildlife Science 
Entity

Review and synthesize existing data to inform 
stakeholder groups

Develop a mechanism or framework for compensatory 
mitigation

Facilitation coordination and improvements to 
regulatory process

Explore other management concepts and frameworks 
(e.g., nature-inclusive design, co-use, etc.)

Identify a cohesive approach for vessel communication 
and coordination



Break
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Other Updates



Updates

TWG Updates
• State of the Science Workshop on Wildlife and 

Offshore Wind Energy

• Bird and bat scientific research framework

• BMP committees

• Regional Wildlife Science Entity

• Fisheries Technical Working Group

BOEM Updates

State Updates



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Connecticut 
Update on Offshore Wind

July 29, 2020
Presented by Shannon Kearney
NYSERDA E-TWG Meeting



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental ProtectionConnecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Offshore Wind Procurement by Connecticut

2018

Revolution Wind (~300MW) (Orsted)

• No Connecticut environmental consultation interface with this project

June 2019

• Public Act 19-71, An Act Concerning the Procurement of Energy Derived 
from Offshore Wind 

• 2000MW

• Commission on Environmental Standards  (CES)

– Advise DEEP regarding standards for the Environmental and Fisheries 
Mitigation Plan for upcoming solicitations

– Engage with DEEP on contract milestones related to the Environmental 
and Fisheries Mitigation plan



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental ProtectionConnecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

First Procurement Under CES

August 2019

• Final report of recommendations from the CES was released:

• http://www.dpuc.state.ct.us/DEEPEnergy.nsf/c6c6d525f7cdd1168525797d0047c5bf
/d3d132f10da308ea8525844f00683853?OpenDocument

• Request for Proposals Released

December 2019

• DEEP selected Park City Wind (804MW)

http://www.dpuc.state.ct.us/DEEPEnergy.nsf/c6c6d525f7cdd1168525797d0047c5bf/d3d132f10da308ea8525844f00683853?OpenDocument


https://ctdeep.zoom.us/rec/share/udJFE7TM_
VpJG4XG91rdfokIPJbaaaa8hHJM-
aVcn0slbOVSgr3KUkuZFtNJNaQP?startTime=15
94918921000

**(from VW Presentation to CES Presentation April 2, 2020)



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental ProtectionConnecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Connecticut Consultation Process

Environmental and Fisheries Mitigation Plan (EFMP)

http://www.dpuc.state.ct.us/DEEPEnergy.nsf/c6c6d525f7cdd1168525797d00
47c5bf/377ae6d77deb4d1e85258542007da797?OpenDocument

• Quarterly Consultations with the CES

– April 2020- General Mitigation Plan Summary

– July 2020- Marine Mammal Sound Risk and Data Demonstration

• https://ctdeep.zoom.us/rec/share/udJFE7TM_VpJG4XG91rdfokIPJ
baaaa8hHJM-
aVcn0slbOVSgr3KUkuZFtNJNaQP?startTime=1594918921000

• Octoberish – topic TBD

• Direct Funding Initiatives, including mitigation funds

http://www.dpuc.state.ct.us/DEEPEnergy.nsf/c6c6d525f7cdd1168525797d0047c5bf/377ae6d77deb4d1e85258542007da797?OpenDocument
https://ctdeep.zoom.us/rec/share/udJFE7TM_VpJG4XG91rdfokIPJbaaaa8hHJM-aVcn0slbOVSgr3KUkuZFtNJNaQP?startTime=1594918921000


Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental ProtectionConnecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Contacts in Connecticut

• Shannon Kearney (shannon.kearney@ct.gov) - Wildlife Division

• Fisheries:

– Justin Davis (justin.davis@ct.gov) Assistant Director- Marine Fisheries

– Matt Gates (matthew.gates@ct.gov) Supervisor- Marine Fisheries

– Pete Aarrestad (peter.aarrestad@ct.gov)- Director- Fisheries

• Coastal and Long Island Sound Permitting

– David Blatt (david.blatt@ct.gov)- Supervisor- Land and Water Planning

• Administrative:

– Rick Jacobson, (rick.jacobson@ct.gov) Bureau Chief of Natural Resources, and 
is involved in directing funding initiatives, coming out of our procurement 
process and the RWSE

– James Albis (James.albis@ct.gov)- Chief advisor to the Commissioner-
Chair of the Commission on Environmental Standards
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Discussion on Remote 
Meeting Strategies 
and Wrap Up



Given COVID-19 constraints, meetings are likely to be remote 
for at least the remainder of 2020

Despite this shift, we want to understand from you how we can 
best preserve two key elements of in-person meetings:

• Interactive meeting discussions

• Informal side conversations

Remote Meeting Strategies



Remote Meeting Strategies: Breakout Groups 
& Report Back

Groups of 2-3 to discuss the following:

1. What are we doing right with virtual meetings to support (a) interactive 
substantive discussions and (b) personal connections?

2. Where do you think the virtual meetings are falling short on either or both 
counts?

3. What might we do to strengthen these elements?



Remote Meeting Strategies

Share ideas from breakouts:

What types of adjustments could we make to meeting 
formats (or other group related support- e.g. document 
sharing, emails etc.) to address gaps?
• Related to having interactive formal E-TWG discussion?

• Related to supporting informal interactions? 



Next Steps

August ~3 Online survey to assess E-TWG priorities

August 18 E-TWG Meeting 


